19970915.ba v01_n673.bam.970915 v01_n674.bam.970915 


>From ???@??? Mon Sep 15 08:58:59 1997 

Message-Id: <199709150502.AAAQ1669@sco.theporch. com> 
Date: Mon, 15 Sep 1997 00:02:32 CDT 

Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 1673 


BOATANCHORS Digest 1673 
Topics covered in this issue include: 


1) Vibroplex Deluxe Blue Racer 

by Leslie Zwiebel <wb6orz@pacbell.net> 
2) For the R390A Interest Group 

by Marty Raine <mraine@compusmart.ab.ca> 
3) WTB Vibroplex Deluxe Blue Racer 

by Leslie Zwiebel <wb6orz@pacbell.net> 
4) Re: Solvents in caps 

by Ed Tanton <n4xy@bellsouth.net> 


Date: Sun, 14 Sep 1997 19:58:46 -0700 
From: Leslie Zwiebel <wb6orz@pacbell.net> 
To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Vibroplex Deluxe Blue Racer 
Message-ID: <341CA466.2C56@pacbell.net> 


I would like to buy or trade for a nice Vibroplex Deluxe Blue Racer. 
Thanks, Les 


Date: Sun, 14 Sep 1997 19:57:58 -0700 

From: Marty Raine <mraine@compusmart.ab.ca> 
To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: For the R390A Interest Group 
Message-ID: <341CA436.4390@compusmart.ab.ca> 


Just for info....saw a nice R390A in rural Alberta today...made by 
Imperial with a 2000 series ser nbr. Don't worry...if it was for sale I 
would be telling you how happy I was to finally get one! 


But I do know where it is......... for the future. 
Marty 


VE6TS 
Edmonton 


Date: Sun, 14 Sep 1997 20:04:14 -0700 
From: Leslie Zwiebel <wb6orz@pacbell.net> 
To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: WTB Vibroplex Deluxe Blue Racer 
Message-ID: <341CA5AE.1F8D@pacbell.net> 


Would like to buy or trade for a nice Vibroplex Deluxe Blue Racer. 
Please e-mail. Thank you, Les 


Date: Sun, 14 Sep 1997 23:08:21 -0400 

From: Ed Tanton <n4xy@bellsouth.net> 

To: rau@wco.com 

Cc: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Re: Solvents in caps 

Message-ID: <3.0.1.32.19970914230821.00ac8100@mail.atl.bellsouth.net> 


Hi Larry... absolutely not so... apparently organic solvents are VERY 
pervasive/invasive. The manufacturer KEMET was very adament about sealing 
any of their MIL-tantalums with epoxy on the end if such exposure was 
contemplated. I've read the same instructions from other mfgrs as well. 
Cleaning the solder joint with a Q-tip/etc. was not a problem. Loose 
rinsing would be a whole ‘nuther story. 


At 07:26 PM 9/14/97 -0700, you wrote: 
>I think any cap which is likely to be damaged by a quick rinse by a mild 


>solvent like rubbing alcohol is a Leaky Cap.... one destined for the 
>boneyard, if not already arrived DOA. Larry W6WUH 

> 

> 

> 

72/73 

Ed Tanton N4XY ~~~ EMATL: ndxy@bellsouth.net 

189 Pioneer Trail 

Marietta, GA 30068-3466 TEL: (770)579-3933 V/MBX/FAX 
QRP-ARCI #7663 G-QRP #6779 OK-QRP #172  QRP-L #758 

AdvRC #140 NORCAL #1779 NCDXF SEDXC 


Life Member: ARRL AMSAT INDEXA QCWA 


INTERESTS: DX  QRP BoatAnchors Test Equipment Photography 
CW: 99.9% QRP: 95-100% (Mood swings!) Mercury Paddle #0214 


"Think you can, think you can't: either way you're right!" Henry Ford 


End of BOATANCHORS Digest 1673 
KI KKK KKK KKK KIKI KKK IKI KKK KIA 


>From ???@??? Tue Sep 16 00:05:00 1997 

Message-Id: <199709152331.SAA25859@sco.theporch. com> 
Date: Mon, 15 Sep 1997 18:31:44 CDT 

Subject: BOATANCHORS digest 1674 


BOATANCHORS Digest 1674 
Topics covered in this issue include: 


1) Need coil set for Globe King 
by Silvassb@aol.com 
2) NC190 
by tom boyd <tdb@reallink.com> 
3) 32V3 PTO calibration -Reply 
by Stanley Siegel <SIEGELS@turing.law.nyu.edu> 
4) Re: The Other MM Band 
by Bob Roehrig <broehrig@admin. aurora. edu> 
5) Michigan BA haunts 
by Bob Roehrig <broehrig@admin. aurora. edu> 
6) Re: The Other MM Band 
by Edward Zeranski <ejz@nosc.mil> 
7) Misc F/S 
by winml@juno.com (Lock Pingree) 
8) FS: SX-101 Mk II, B&W 5100B 
by Avery Comarow <AComarow@usnews.com> 
9) RADIO EXPO 97 
by Bob Reynolds <breynold@sigg.com> 
10) mil batteries FS/TRD (corrected IDs) 
by Pete McCollum 15-Sep-1997 1056 -0600 <mccollum@ssdevo.ENET.dec.com> 
11) Elenco Audio Compressor??? 
by anders@autopsy.csd.sgi.com (Greg Anders) 
12) Cardmatic Yea? Or Nay? 
by don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 
13) SB-110 Vs Swan 250-C 
by "Larry" <rau@wco.com> 
14) Re: Cardmatic Yea? Or Nay? 
by Richard Loken <richardlo@devax.admin.athabascau.ca> 


15) HA-1200 Summary 

by don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 
16) Re: Swan 250 

by Jim Lockwood <jmlckwd@mindspring.com> 
17) re: Radio Archeology, Anyone? 

by "Ian Abbott" <ian@gene.COM> 
18) Good Idea!! 

by WA6GYD@aol.com 
19) WTB:R390 or R390A 

by KARL VERREN <kn6écw@hughes.net> 
20) RE: Good Idea!! 

by Ed Sieb <esieb@gmsiworld.com> 
21) RBB/RBC & 805 tubes 

by owens@stout.atd.ucar.edu (Chip Owens) 
22) Need 304TL sockets 

by "William L. Fuqua III" <wlfuqu00@pop.uky.edu> 
23) SX-28 Colors 

by "James R. Binkley" <w4aos@his.com> 
24) Re: Need 304TL sockets 

by Ken Gordon <keng@uidaho.edu> 
25) RBB/RBC... 

by Ken Gordon <keng@uidaho.edu> 
26) Re: COSMOS PTO Adjustment 

by n5off@w5ddl.aara.org 
27) Radiotron Designers Handbooks 

by Dean Davidson <ddavidso@metz.une.edu.au> 
28) BA equipment for sale, SF Bay Area 

by "Ian Abbott" <ian@gene.COM> 


Date: Mon, 15 Sep 1997 02:05:52 -0Q400 (EDT) 

From: Silvassb@aol.com 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Need coil set for Globe King 

Message-ID: <970915020550_154915306@emout13.mail.aol.com> 


In desperate need of the 80 Mtr. coil set for the Globe King 400b. 
I believe the set consists of B&W coils 80 TVL, 80 JVL, and 80 MEL's. 
If any listmember has any info as to possible source it would be appreciated. 


Date: Mon, 15 Sep 1997 06:41:34 

From: tom boyd <tdb@reallink.com> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: NC190 

Message-ID: <3.0.2.16.19970915064134. 3b8f2ac8@reallink. com> 


Now here's a modest 1960s unit that doesn't seem to get any attention on 
this group. Probably because it's not a "Serious" rcvr. Double conversion 
but seems to suffer mightily from i.f. image response. But it was fun 
bringing it back to life. 


Am looking for the rear wafer of the bandswitch. Anyone have a 
junker/parts unit and be willing to <gently> unsolder it and slip it off? 
Postage would sure be less than for shipping the entire unit, but I suppose 
I'd take the whole thing if the cost seemed worth it. 


Thanks in advance, 


Tom 


Date: Mon, 15 Sep 1997 08:31:57 -0500 

From: Stanley Siegel <SIEGELS@turing.law.nyu.edu> 

To: Marilyn_Clinton@classic.msn.com, boatanchors@theporch.com 
Subject: 32V3 PTO calibration -Reply 

Message-ID: <s41cfb7e.008@turing. law.nyu.edu> 


I have the same difficulty with my 32V-3, and I have assumed all along 

that what has happened over time is that capacitances (or perhaps 
resistances) in the PTO have changed, with the result that full calibration 
is no longer possible with the trimmer. I have chosen to live with the 
problem, since calibration over the narrow range of each ham band is 

within acceptable limits. But if anyone has advice on this, I would also 
like to hear it. 


73, Stan W2ST 


Date: Mon, 15 Sep 1997 08:49:36 -0500 (CDT) 

From: Bob Roehrig <broehrig@admin.aurora.edu> 

To: Dick Dillman <ddillman@igc.apc.org> 

Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Re: The Other MM Band 

Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.96.970915084611 .8966E -100000@admin. aurora. edu> 


On Sat, 13 Sep 1997, Dick Dillman wrote: 


> WSL is shown on 112.85 Kc/s at 22.5 kW. I would have like to see the 
> antenna for that one! 


If you're ever on the East coast, drive up to Cutler, Maine and 

see the antenna farm for NAA. They used to be on 16.8 KC, now I 
think they are around 24 KC. There is an aerial map of the system 
shown on a big board outside the fence - as I recall there are about 
35 towers with mucho wire running between them. 


E-mail broehrig@admin.aurora.edu 73 de Bob, K9EUI 
CIS: Data / Telecom Aurora University, Aurora, IL 
630-844-4898 Fax 630-844-5530 


Date: Mon, 15 Sep 1997 09:16:47 -0500 (CDT) 

From: Bob Roehrig <broehrig@admin.aurora.edu> 

To: Boatanchors <boatanchors@sco.theporch.com> 

Subject: Michigan BA haunts 

Message-ID: <Pine.ULT.3.96.970915090710 .8966K-100000@admin. aurora. edu> 


Well, not really. We frequently go up to a friend's cottage in Pentwater 
and there are many antique places along the route, especially near 
Holland. Yesterday I managed to greatly increase the size of my glass 
insulator collection at one such place. And I picked up 3 books that 
might be of interest to some (no, I'm not selling these but perhaps 

you can get these thru your library): 


These books are similar to the Hawkins Electrical Guide that was 
mentioned on this system a while ago - especially interesting 

and detailed circuits on land-line telegraph systems and old 
telephone stuff. This set of books is called "Audels New Electric 
Library". First published about 1929 (mine are a 1944 reprint). 
Vol 9 contains Radio, telegraph, telephone, television, and motion 
picture info. Quite interesting how many of the pictures and 
diagrams are identical with the Hawkins books. 


Also, if you are looking for console radios in excellent shape, 
Tulip City Antiques has a large collection of them (mostly Zeniths) 
but they are not cheap! 


E-mail broehrig@admin.aurora.edu 73 de Bob, K9EUI 


CIS: Data / Telecom Aurora University, Aurora, IL 
630-844-4898 Fax 630-844-5530 


Date: Mon, 15 Sep 1997 07:52:23 -0700 

From: Edward Zeranski <ejz@nosc.mil> 

To: broehrig@admin.aurora.edu 

Cc: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Re: The Other MM Band 

Message-ID: <3.0.1.32.19970915075223 .00706e1c@marlin.nosc.mil> 


>If you're ever on the East coast, drive up to Cutler, Maine and 
>see the antenna farm for NAA. They used to be on 16.8 KC, now I 
>think they are around 24 KC. 


Since marine beacons and freqs were mentioned its time once again to 
request info on: 


‘The Cape Cod Navigator' marine RDF by the ‘Submarine Signal Co.' any 
knowledge greatly appreciated. Covers BCB and old marine AM band, runs on 
batteries and built like a tank. Thanks! 


Ed Zeranski This is a private opinion or statement. 
home email: ezeran@cris.com 


Date: Mon, 15 Sep 1997 12:22:36 EDT 

From: winml@juno.com (Lock Pingree) 

To: baswaplist@foothills.net 

Cc: boatanchors@sco.theporch.com 

Subject: Misc F/S 

Message-ID: <19970915.084731.8159.1.winml@juno. com> 


Cleaning out the shack a bit , so have the following for sale: 


1. Gonset Communicator IIa, 2 meters, in very good electrical and 
cosmetic condition. I've used this one on the local 2 meter AM net works 
FB. with manual copy. $50. plus shipping. 


2. EICO Model 710, Grid Dip meter, with all 8 coils. No manual. Unit 
looks good . $35. shipped CONUS. 


3. Clegg "Interceptor", deluxe 6 and 2 meter receiver. Has nuvistor front 
end (6CW4) and that smooth tuning Eddystone dial drive. Unit has some 
small paint chips along front edge of cabinet. Front panel is excellent. 
with manual copy. $150. plus shipping. 


4. Precision E-400 Sweep Generator. In better than average condition. 
complete. With manual copy. Manual is a great reference, with lots of 


info and tutorials about doing swept alignments. $30. plus shipping. 
Shipping is from zip 85027. 
73, 


Lock 


WINML/7 
AMI #639 QCWA #15033 
Phoenix, AZ 


Date: Mon, 15 Sep 1997 11:51:44 -@500 (CDT) 

From: Avery Comarow <AComarow@usnews.com> 

To: <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: FS: SX-101 Mk II, B&W 5100B 

Message-ID: <2.2.16.19970915124559 .1a8£0630@pop3 . usnews. com> 


After consulting with a trusted colleague here, I think I overpriced the 
SX-101 when it was posted a couple of weeks ago. I also left the price off 
the 5100B. (It wasn't a good brain day.) Herewith reposting: 


SX-101 Mk II, the one with 160m. All original knobs; original manual for 

Mark I. I got it from one of the regulars here who said it worked, but I 
never plugged it in. I'd give it a 6 to 6.5 for condition--no dents, a fair 
number of paint chips, and the top has a ghost where somebody left a 16mm 

film reel for years. It's dusty, and some 

of the switches seem a little sticky, but it should clean up very nicely. $150. 


The B&W 5100B is dusty, but loads up fine. There's a tickle from the 
chassis probably from a leaky line bypass cap. I'd rate this a 7 to 7.5. 
With good manual copy plus manual of service notes. $225 

$350 for the package. 

Looking for a sale in the Washington/Baltimore area, but will consider 
meeting a buyer a little outside. Contact here or at 202-955-2609 (work), 
301-983-2407 (home). 


Avery W40GK 


Date: Mon, 15 Sep 1997 11:52:09 -0500 

From: Bob Reynolds <breynold@sigg.com> 

To: boatanchors@sco.theporch.com 

Subject: RADIO EXPO 97 

Message-ID: <97Sep15.114821cdt.19784@firewall.sigg.com> 


BAers! 

At RADIO EXPO 97, the Lake county fair grounds in NE ILL, I 
will be giving a talk on QRP Saturday the 27th 9:30-10:30 AM. 
Several BAers will meet there and more are welcome for an 
eye-ball QSO. Get there early and you can heckle the speaker ! 


73, Red K5VOL 


breynold@sigg.com (near Chicago) 


Date: Mon, 15 Sep 97 09:56:36 PDT 

From: Pete McCollum 15-Sep-1997 1056 -0600 <mccollum@ssdevo.ENET.dec.com> 
To: us3rmc"boatanchors@theporch.com"@us3rmc.pa.dec.com 

Subject: mil batteries FS/TRD (corrected IDs) 

Message-ID: <9709151656.AA22781@us3xrmc.pa.dec.com> 


Here are corrected ID numbers for the batteries I offered yesterday: 


Batteries for sale or trade: 
I'm not likely to ever use these, so they might as well go to someone 
else before they get any older... 


- Six BA-4386/PRC-25 batteries. Unused, still sealed. 1982 date. 

- Two large BA-4840 magnesium batteries, each is about twice the size of a 
PRC-25 battery. Contains two independant 12V cells. However, they are 
designed for low-current, long-life applications - they won't put out 
high currents. Someone said they are for a portable beacon. 

- BA-5093 lithium battery, use unknown. Unused. 24V. About 3" cube in size. 


Pete McCollum 
mccollum@ssdevo.enet.dec.com 


Date: Mon, 15 Sep 1997 10:12:00 -0700 

From: anders@autopsy.csd.sgi.com (Greg Anders) 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Elenco Audio Compressor??? 

Message-ID: <9709151012.ZM10991@autopsy.csd.sgi.com> 


Picked up an interesting accesory at Foothill Saturday. Its an Elenco 
audio compressor. Anyone have one, know how to hook it up and use it??? This 
compressor has four controls as well as an in/out switch on the front panel. 
It looks like the input/output jacks are both single pin Amphenol connectors 
on the rear but there is also an octal socket on the back panel and there 
are no markings indicating what its for. Any information would be greatly 
appreciated. Oh, inside these is just one tube a 6SK7. 


Thanks, 


Greg Anders 


"If at first you don't succeed...... then skydiving is not for you" 


anders@autopsy.sgi.com 
KG6YV 


Date: Mon, 15 Sep 1997 13:12:11 -0400 

From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Cardmatic Yea? Or Nay? 

Message-ID: <199709151315_MC2-2080-870B@compuserve. com> 


Anyone have any thoughts on the Hickok Cardmatic tube tester? I picked one up 

from one of the locals (Ed Mantic--can't remember his call though...) and 

it looks like s fine idea...but the card selection is way short of what I can test 
on my other Hickoks. Also, this thing weighs 

a ton. If you have one of these, let me know whether you like it or not and 

why. Compiled answers posted to BA. 

Thanks. 

73, Don 


Date: Mon, 15 Sep 1997 11:41:34 -0700 

From: "Larry" <rau@wco.com> 

To: "boatanchors" <boatanchors@theporch.com> 
Subject: SB-110 Vs Swan 250-C 

Message-ID: <199709151744 .KAA05227@shell.wco.com> 


The difference is the heathkit is a good stable radio and the Swan drifts 
like the pig that it is ! 


The C model is somewhat improved from the earlier swan 250 by the inclusion 
of the band segmaent changing capacitor into the shielded enclosure with 
the rest of the vfo.. but this is basically a bad bad bad mechanical 
excecution of a really stupid electrical concept... eg using a big variable 
cap to swing the xciever over a multi megacycle range with the vfo paralled 
!. Super driftomatic! 


I spent about 60 hours with my counter and pen and pencil measuring drift 
rate on my swan 250 (not C) and the best drift rate I managed was something 
like 80-100 cycles per minute...which means after 5 minutes you've drifter 
about 1/2 kc which on ssb aint too good ! And it never stops !! 


In contrast... the SB-110 used the good old Heathkit LMO.. which unless it 
is crapaped out, just sits there and plays.. the rest of the radio 
architecture is similar to the well proven HW/SB series of radios...no 
mysteries, no unobtainable tubes...but unfortunatley for both radios, no 
squelch ! 


Both radios require reciever front end neutralization... and don't let 
anybody con you , a 6cw4 is NOT a replacement for a 6ds4 in these radios ! 


So keep the swan and send me the heath Sb-110 ! 


Larry Rau W6WUH 


Date: Mon, 15 Sep 1997 11:45:10 -0600 (MDT) 
From: Richard Loken <richardlo@devax.admin.athabascau.ca> 
To: boatanchors <boatanchors@sco.theporch.com> 
Cc: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 
Subject: Re: Cardmatic Yea? Or Nay? 
Message-ID: 
<Pine.PMDF.3.95.970915113140 .541124806A-100000@devax.admin.athabascau.ca> 


Don, it is not often I get to advise you rather than you advise me! 


I used a Cardmatic on the job 20 years ago and I have the following opinions: 


it is not flexible because you have to make cards to test tubes 
the matrix of pins and switches is a failure point that I could live 
without 


It is a good tester in its own way but it would not be my first choice for 
use today. All testers are old and you want one that has as few ways to fail 
as possible and one that you can, with some effort, adapt to tubes for which 
data is unavailable. The TV7 or, in Canada, the Stark are prime candidates 
because there are lots in service so parts, advise, and guidance on testing 
unpublished tubes can be had with a bit of hunting. 


I have a Jackson mutual conductance tube tester that has a matrix of 
interlocked switches (a couple dozen of them) and it is a pain in the ass, 
the switches are worn and dirty and it is not trivial to clean them much 
less fix the mechanics which would involve pulling apart the whole schmeer. 


The Hickok, TV7, Stark machines had rotary switches which you have a better 
chance to keep running - not to suggest that they are a pleasure to service 
because they ARE NOT! 


Use it but keep an eye out for something better. 


Richard Loken VE6BSV, Systems Programmer - VMS : "...underneath those 
Athabasca University : tuques we wear, our heads 
Athabasca, Alberta Canada : are naked!" 

xx richardlo@admin.athabascau.ca xx : - Arthur Black 


Date: Mon, 15 Sep 1997 13:27:53 -0400 

From: don merz <71333.144@compuserve.com> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: HA-1200 Summary 

Message-ID: <199709151332_MC2-2088-7BFF@compuserve. com> 


Here is a summary of the comments I received from various listmembers on the 
Lafayette HA-1200 2 meter transmitter/receiver. In case you run across one 
of these and are thinking of buying it... 


I solicited comments on the HA-1200 from the BOATANCHORS mailing list and 
received the full spectrum of responses. One BA listmemember hated it: "I 
had one and it was a piece of junk--cheap Japanese components that usually 
went bad" [A.G. Tannenbaum]. But he didn't give any specifics. One response 
was at the opposite end of the spectrum: 


W7XH: Here In the Tucson area there are at least 100 hams on 
2 and 6 AM. I have for 6 the Clegg Zeus and Gonset G50. 

For 2 meters I have the "Gooneybird" Gonset GC105, 
Communicator IV, HA1200 and, of course, the Zeus with it's 
4X150 idling at 150 watts of carrier and always nice 
compliments about the audio with the 811As. 


The Zeus and the HA1200 are the creme de la creme. Mine is 
pristine brand new and is a delight to the eyes both above and 
below the chassis. Not restored or even cleaned. All original 
Japanese tubes, except the nuvistor, which I replaced on 
suspicion once upon a time. The tubes all have the wire clamps 
to hold them firmly in place. HI The modulation is very 

kosher and gets great reports with the D104. The receiver has 
the same problem as the CommIV and GC105, it is far more 
selective than needed, so like most others we are constantly 
tuning for the other guys using FT243 xtals. It is stable and 
quiet. Interesting note: when you turn out the lights in the shack 
at night the dials on the 1200 turn out to be luminescent. Hope 
yours has the original case and screws, which are so beautifully 
machined and pointed to be easy to start in the hole. 


Hee are the other reports I received: 


W1IAFA: I found a very, very clean HA-1200 about one year 

ago. Nice radio, quite sensitive, good audio, 15 to 18 watts 
output from the 6360 and good modulation from the PP 

6A05's. I had to re-cap the audio section, ALL OF THEM, and 
the PS too. Lafayette used tubular caps, .001's for DC blocking 
and they were ALL leaking !!! (+ 75 volts on grid #1 of the 
6AQ5's). also new filter caps in the PS, and new diodes, also 
added a 200 MA. choke to the PS. A new 6CW4 rf amp (check 

the neutralization) and two new 6AQ5's. Works fine now !!! I 
like the radio and use it about twice a week. Not that much 2 
meter AM activity in my area. The VFO is stable after a 10 min 
warm-up andnyou can use the spot switch to "zero" the receiver, 
or transmitter. The transmitter will not transmit while in the 
spot/zero mode. 


Gene Rippen: I have one laying upside down on my workbench 
right now. I was in the process of figuring out which terminals 
on the Jones plug for the AC connection, so I can try it out. I 
don't have a manual [he has one now--Don]. I am impressed 

with what I see. This one, unfortunately does not have the top 
cover, otherwise it is very clean. 


As always, thanks to the members of this fine list for their well-informed 


Opinions. The decision here is to keep the HA-1200 for now. The manual 
has lots of penciled-in notes in it about work done by the original owner 
(now a silent key) and he seems to have been deep into this thing. So 
I'm not sure how it will run--the first order of business is a recap job. 


Thanks. 
73, Don 


Date: Mon, 15 Sep 1997 14:32:23 -0400 

From: Jim Lockwood <jmlckwd@mindspring.com> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Re: Swan 250 

Message-ID: <3.0.32.19970915143220.006a4fbc@pop.mindspring.com> 


At 11:41 AM 9/15/97 -0700, Larry wrote: 
>The difference is the heathkit is a good stable radio and the Swan drifts 
>like the pig that it is ! 


>after 5 minutes you've drifter 
>about 1/2 kc which on ssb aint too good ! And it never stops !! 


'Tis true that the 250 is somewhat frequency agile. However, I'd opine 
that whether a particular 250 drifts badly or not depends at least 
partially on the luck of the draw when components were pulled from the 
shelf during manufacture. It also could depend somewhat on how 
gracefully some of the VFO components have aged in the ~30 years since the 
250 hit the market. 


I have a 250 that is my main SSB operating position on 6. I've used it for 
a couple of years now. 


My experience with my particular 250 is that the drift is very, very 
gradual while it is warming up and nearly non-existant after 30 minutes or 
so. I can leave it on a QSO and not have to retune for 10s of minutes. 


It certainly isn't as stable as a Heath LMO based SB-whatever. I concede 
that Heath did a remarkable job with that design. However, I think the 
best summary of 250 drift is summarized by the familiar caveat: Your 
Mileage May Vary. 


No, on second thought..... all Swans are swine. As a public service I'll 
be glad to take them off your hands. No charge! Just send them to me at 
Radio Free Pollock Pines, my left coast QTH. 


73, 
Jim - km6nk/4 


Date: Mon, 15 Sep 1997 11:57:39 -0700 

From: "Ian Abbott" <ian@gene.COM> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Cc: 74221.3661@compuserve.com 

Subject: re: Radio Archeology, Anyone? 
Message-ID: <9709151157.ZM1132@emerald.gene.com> 


Hi- 


Dick Dillman's post about searching for old radio sites provokes me 
to share the one I know about in the San Francisco area. 


In years past there was a Coast Guard radio station of some kind on 
Sweeny(sp?) Ridge, which is immediately south of Skyline College on the San 
Francisco peninsula. The land is now public open space, and a hike south to 
the top of the ridge from the south side of the Skyline College parking area 
will get you to the site. (Tip: go on a weekend and park just up the hill by 
the gate at the maintenance yard- it's apparently legal.) Find a small 
concrete building (stripped and full of broken beer bottles) on the ridge top 
looking down on the county jail building to the east and you're there. 


So what "there" is there? Let me put it this way- those Coast Guard 
boys evidently entertained themselves by lobbing old tubes down the hill. No 
kidding- most all are broken, but if you look around in the brush on the east 
side of the ridge (again, facing the jail) you'll find the remains of 811s, 
813s, assorted monster rectifier tubes, and a fair number or smaller 
receiving tubes. I've only found one unbroken big tube- an 811- but I've 
found a number of unbroken octal and 9-pin miniature tubes. 


WARNING- There's a fair amount of POISON OAK in this area. Use barrier 
lotion, long sleeves and pants, and LOTS of soap in a cool shower afterwards 
to avoid a bad case of the itchies. Don't ask me how I know. 


What an image- from the number of broken tube bases lying around in 
the brush these guys were throwing tubes down the hill for a while. Can't 
imagine they had to change their 813s and big rectifiers all that often. I've 
also found scraps of plastic-coated schematics and troubleshooting charts for 
AN/FRT-XX (can't remember the number) equipment, but they were in pretty bad 
shape from weather and age. 


How do I know it was a Coast Guard radio station? Well, I discovered 
this site when I was looking for another piece of history- the crash site of 


a Flying Tigers 1049H Super Constellation. This particular plane took off 
from San Francisco International on a foggy Christmas Eve in 1964, but for 
reasons unknown turned 60 degrees to the left after takeoff and crashed just 
short of the ridge top. The three crewmen were killed instantly and the plane 
and cargo were destroyed. Newspaper accounts of the crash said that men from 
the Coast Guard radio station nearby were among the first to reach the scene. 
Some accounts said the wreckage damaged some of the station's antennas. 


Before I'm dinged for non-BA content, it's interesting to note that 
the cargo aboard the airplane included Boatanchor test equipment! The 
newspaper accounts and the accident report list the cargo as having included 
"electronic equipment," and I've found several "hp" logo doo-dads as well as 
shiny, chromed rack-mount equipment handles among the assorted shreds of 
airplane wreckage that remain in the brush to this day. Hewlett Packard made- 
and still makes, I think- their test equipment in nearby Palo Alto, so it 
would make sense that Flying Tigers would be carrying HP gear. 


Anyway, that's my experience with radio archeology. Any others out 
there? 


Cheers! 


IEA 


Please keep your head and hands inside this message for your safety. 
LOL RR OL OL OI DIOL LLL DD DOD DDD OD DDD DD DOD DD ODD DDD DD OD OD OD DODD DD OD OD DD OD Ot nO tnd Oot tne tnt Ome ome Wrwnwnn~ 
Tan E. Abbott abbott.ian@gene.com % 
Genentech, Inc. Voice: 415.225.1793 % 
Fermentation/Recovery Pager: 415.655.9160 <"tiiti>< 
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Date: Mon, 15 Sep 1997 15:11:39 -0400 (EDT) 

From: WA6GYD@aol.com 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Good Idea!! 

Message-ID: <970915150742_709273294@emout07.mail.aol.com> 


I have an old RCA tube manual on RCA transmitting tubes that through age 
and use had had it's binding broken and the pages falling out. It is the TT-4 


manual printed in 1956 and has a red cover. I took it to Kinko's and had them 
sprial bind it. They sheared off the old binding and punched it for and 
installed the black plastic spiral binder ring. Walah, a whole new book, now 
like the old GE tube manuals you can open to any page and it lays flat and no 
more pages falling out. nice clear plastic covering front and back covers for 
protection. VERY NICE. 


Do not work for or speak for Kinko's, just a customer. I'll bet other 
printers have the same service. Also had a copied manual for my military 
urm25D sig gen bound the same way very neat. 


Don 


Date: Sun, 14 Sep 1997 13:32:16 -0700 

From: KARL VERREN <kn6écw@hughes.net> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: WTB:R390 or R390A 

Message-ID: <19970914202830.AAA848@kn6cw. hughes.net> 


Greetings to the list, 


I am looking for an R390 or R390A to buy for my father.He is an old Navy 
man and was really excited when he saw my recently restored R390.He is an 
avid listener and a ham (KD6LUT) who really appreciates the fine radios of 
yesteryear. 

I would like to obtain a working radio but a repairable one that is in 
good cosmetic condition would also be acceptable.I am open to all reasonable 
prices and shipping arrangements.Call or E-mail (805) 824-9728. 

Karl Verren KN6CW 
2894 Delmar Ave. 
Mojave,CA. 93501-1114 


Date: Mon, 15 Sep 1997 16:12:34 -0400 

From: Ed Sieb <esieb@gmsiworld.com> 

To: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com>, 
"'WA6GYD@aol.com'" 

Subject: RE: Good Idea!! 

Message-ID: <Q1BCC1F2.33EC45A0@dstephen. gmsiworld.com> 


Hey! Neat idea, thanks. Now, I have a 4th Edition Radiotron Designer's Manual in 
the same condition. I wonder.... ? 


>Walah ? 


Don't you mean le walah? 
Merci! 


73, de Ed, VE2BAQ/VA3ES (that's Boat Anchor Quality) 


Ed Sieb, VA3ES esieb@gmsiworld.com 

P. O. Box 8377, Ottawa Terminal, Ottawa, Ontario, K1G 3H8 
613-738-8924 (H) 613-599-5161 (W) 

AMI 529 Canadian Division Director, QCWA - AWA Member 


Net Manager - Canadian Boat Anchor Net (3745 Kcs) 


Date: Mon, 15 Sep 1997 14:57:23 -@600 (MDT) 

From: owens@stout.atd.ucar.edu (Chip Owens) 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: RBB/RBC & 805 tubes 

Message-ID: <199709152057.0AA21571@atd.atd.ucar.EDU> 


Hi Gang, 


Could some knowledgeable list-member suggest a fair market 
price for the RCA RBB & RBC receivers? These are a pair of 
1941 vintage US Navy shipboard receivers-with matching power 
supply unit. The RBB covers 0.5 to 4.0 MHz, the RBC covers 
4.0 to 27 MHz. Electric Radio magazine had an article several 
years ago describing them in better detail than I can here. 


I may consider selling these but really don't have a good 


idea of their market value. I'd appreciate help from the group. 


Also, I'm looking for a pair of new-old-stock 805 tubes. I'd 
be willing to trade a pair of new-old-stock VT-62 / 801 tubes 
for them. 


Anyone have a_ UTC LS-47X audio transformer to sell? 


Thanks, Chip, NWOO 


Date: Mon, 15 Sep 1997 17:12:01 -0400 (EDT) 

From: "William L. Fuqua III" <wlfuqu00@pop.uky.edu> 
To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Need 304TL sockets 

Message-ID: <199709152112.RAA24825@pop.uky.edu> 


I need a couple of 304t1 sockets. Please let me 
know if you have any for trade or sell. 


73 
Bill wa4lav 


William L. Fuqua III P.E. E-mail WLFUQUQQ@POP.UKY.EDU Phone (606) 257-4155 
Department of Physics and Astronomy CP-177 Chem. Phys. Bldg. 
University of Kentucky , Lexington, Ky 40506-0055 


Date: Mon, 15 Sep 1997 17:20:08 -0700 
From: "James R. Binkley" <w4aos@his.com> 
To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: SX-28 Colors 

Message-ID: <341DD0B8.1D32@his.com> 


I am about ready to get my SX-28 cabinet repainted as the restoration is 
approaching completion. I noticed that the front panel is black, but 
the cabinet, which appears to be the correct one, is the ubiquitous 
blue-gray. Is this correct, were they delivered with this color 
mismatch, or should my cabinet be black? Any information will be 
appreciated. 


Bob waos@his.com 


Date: Mon, 15 Sep 1997 15:03:22 -0700 (PDT) 

From: Ken Gordon <keng@uidaho.edu> 

To: "William L. Fuqua III" <wlfuqu0Q@pop.uky.edu> 

Cc: Old Tube Radios <boatanchors@theporch.com> 

Subject: Re: Need 304TL sockets 

Message-ID: <Pine.BSF.3.95.970915150246 .5899C -100000@piobaire.mines.uidaho.edu> 


On Mon, 15 Sep 1997, William L. Fuqua III wrote: 


> I need a couple of 304t1l sockets. Please let me 
> know if you have any for trade or sell. 


Those are VERY difficult to find! I will look up the Johnson number if it 
will help find some. 


Ken W7EKB 


Date: Mon, 15 Sep 1997 15:10:03 -0700 (PDT) 

From: Ken Gordon <keng@uidaho.edu> 

To: boatanchors@sco.theporch.com 

Subject: RBB/RBC... 

Message-ID: <Pine.BSF.3.95.970915150519 .5985A-100000@piobaire.mines.uidaho.edu> 


Chip Owens, I accidently erased your e-mail address. Please post it to me. 


I used the RBB/RBC receivers for a number of years in my station in 
Missoula, Montana. I considered them to be two of the finest receivers I 
ever had up to that time. I got my pair through MARS. 


Their audio limiter worked better than any I have ever used. With it, 
running a T-350-XM transmitter and separate antennas and running QSK, my 
own signal was no louder than the station's I was working. Amazing. 


Ken W7EKB 


Date: Mon, 15 Sep 1997 22:41:46 UTC 
From: n5off@w5ddl.aara.org 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 
Subject: Re: COSMOS PTO Adjustment 
Message-ID: <84992@w5ddl.aara.org> 


I'm not sure if this is the problem, but it has been my experience that 
if a screw has no effect on an adjustment point, then it means that the 
cam shape is being dominated by the height of an adjacent screw. 


Try adjusting the 100 kcs points first. If the proper screw has no affect, 
then move the PTO a bit and adjust the adjacent screws (L/R) looking 

for some movement. When you get it, come back to the 100 kcs 

setpoint and do a final adjustment. The cam is shaped like a shallow 


roller coaster. If one of the roller coaster supports is installed 

too high, then the adjacent supports can do nothing but point up inot 
XxXxxX into dead air. The object of the game is to not allow any one screw 
to influence the cam shape by an extreme amount. 


This is all much clearer if you could read the patent paper (light reading 
if you can't sleep!). 


73 Tom N5OFF 


Date: Tue, 16 Sep 1997 08:54:00 +1000 

From: Dean Davidson <ddavidso@metz.une.edu.au> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: Radiotron Designers Handbooks 

Message-ID: <3.0.3.32.19970916085400. 006e62cO@metz.une.edu.au> 


At 16:12 15/09/97 -0400, Ed Sieb wrote: 

>Hey! Neat idea, thanks. Now, I have a 4th Edition Radiotron Designer's 
Manual in the same condition. I wonder.... ? 

> 


This reminded me - from a deceased estate there is two copies of the 
Ath edition and one copy of the 3rd edition. 


They are in fair condition. How does say $40 plus $20 postage to the US 
sound? 


Dean 

Dean Davidson Web: http://www.une.edu.au/~psychology/deand.htm 
Dept Psychology Email: mailto:ddavidso@metz.une.edu.au 
University of New England Phone: +61 2 6773 2585 
Armidale NSW 2351 Australia VK2 ZID 


Date: Mon, 15 Sep 1997 16:30:55 -0700 

From: "Ian Abbott" <ian@gene.COM> 

To: boatanchors@theporch.com 

Subject: BA equipment for sale, SF Bay Area 
Message-ID: <9709151630.ZM29652@emerald.gene.com> 


Hello- 


I need to make room in the garage, so the following gear is for sale. 
No shipping, except as noted- pickup only in Santa Clara, California. 


Please reply offline to ian@gene.com 


TS-1479A/USM-118A TEST SET, ELECTRONIC TUBE 

manufactured by Hickock, serial number B256, in transit case CY3873 
with 

MK704 USM-118A CARD KIT, TUBE TEST PROGRAMMING 

manufactured by Hickock, serial number F256, in transit case 


Minor dents and scratches in transit cases, equipment is clean and in good 
condition. Includes original manual in fair condition. 


$200.00 

ART-13 TRANSMITTER 

Poor condition, dents and scratches outside, dusty inside. 
Internals complete except final tube and oscillator tube. 
Manual and/or schematic available. 

$60.00 


T-23/ARC-5 VHF TRANSMITTER 


Fair/Good condition, all tubes and cover included. 
No evidence of modifications. 


*WILL SHIP FOR COST OF UPS GROUND* 
$35.00 


TS-382F/U AUDIO OSCILLATOR 
20-200K CPS, 0-10V into 1000 ohm load 


Complete but untested. 


1 in good condition: $40.00 
1 in fair condition: $30.00 


SKS103 Beacon Simulator Power Supply 

Rack-mount unit includes all tubes inc. 5 ea 5U4GB and 5 ea 6080 tubes 
Output +300VDC and -300VDC, worked when plugged in and tested 

Fair condition. Heavy! 


$40.00 


Tan E. Abbott ian@gene.com 
This is a x*personalx message which does not represent my employer. 


End o£ BOATANCHORS Digest 1674 
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